
January 2, 2018
His Name is Wonderful

Shalom,
 
Our Bible portion for the week ending January 6, 2018 is called Shemot, or Names, in the 
Hebrew divisions of Torah.  It is found in Exodus 1:1 - 6:1, and lists the names of the sons of 
Israel who came into Egypt during the famine. Joseph, as you recall, had been there for more than 
thirteen years, and had become the prime minister of the land. God had taken what was intended 
for evil and brought about deliverance to His chosen people. The book of Exodus, in the English 
Bible, is so named because it relates to the exit of the children of Israel from Egypt after 400 
years, in which they had become enslaved to Pharaoh. By sending Moses to speak the words of 
God, He brought His people out with a mighty hand to take them up to the land He had given 
them.
 

Exodus 1:1 (TLV) 1 Now these are the names (sh’mot)  of Bnei-Yisrael (sons of Israel)  who 
came into Egypt with Jacob, each man with his family:

 
Names given to children in the Bible had specific meanings that spoke, not only to identify 
persons, but also of the call on their lives. We continually proclaim the power of words, especially 
speaking what God says, and names are words that carry power. God changed Abram’s name 
to Abraham to bring about the call and blessing that He had spoken for him, and through him. 
Every name, even those with unknown origin and meaning, can have great meaning as they 
are associated with persons who, through trust in God, carry out the plans and purposes He 
has assigned to them.
 
The names that are listed in the text are the names of Jacob’s sons, the heads of the twelve tribes 
of Israel, but I want you to pay special attention to The Name uttered by God in this portion 
which is of much greater majesty and importance than the names of the twelve sons of Israel. It is 
The Name of God and, within His Name, is wonderful, even unimaginable, blessing to all 
mankind, and especially to every believer. It is the wonderful Name of our God, but is seldom 
uttered due to the teaching of men.
 

Exodus 3:13-15 (CJB) 13 Moshe said to God, "Look, when I appear before the people of 
Isra'el and say to them, 'The God of your ancestors has sent me to you'; and 
they ask me, 'What is His Name?' what am I to tell them?"14 God said to 
Moshe,"Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh [I am/will be what I am/will be]," and added, 
"Here is what to say to the people of Isra'el: 'Ehyeh [I Am or I Will Be] has 
sent me to you.'"15 God said further to Moshe, "Say this to the people of Isra'el: 
'Yud-Heh-Vav-Heh [ADONAI], the God of your fathers, the God of Avraham, 
the God of Yitz'chak and the God of Ya'akov, has sent me to you.' This is My 
Name forever; this is how I am to be remembered generation after generation.

 
When God spoke to Moses telling him that I AM THAT I AM had sent him unto the children of 
Israel, He was referring to His eternal nature. It might be thought of in this regard. I AM, and 



have always been, and will forever be. This can only refer to the one and only God, the Maker 
of heaven and earth. He further says, "Say this to the people of Isra'el: 'Yud-Heh-Vav-Heh 
[ADONAI], the God of your fathers, the God of Avraham, the God of Yitz'chak and the God of 
Ya'akov, has sent me to you.' This is My Name forever; this is how I am to be remembered 
generation after generation.” It is important for us to note that He really said, “YHWH God of 
your fathers…,” and He also indicated that His Name, YHWH, would be the name by which He 
was to be remembered for eternity. Well-intentioned rabbis, in an effort to sanctify His name, 
devised a prohibition against uttering the name, YHWH, calling the name, “Ineffable,” 
indicating that it was unutterable. They substituted Hashem, meaning, “The Name,” or 
“Adonai,” which is translated, LORD. Our English translations often simply use LORD (all 
capital letters) instead of the Name which God indicated He was to be called, and appears in the 
Hebrew text of the Bible more than 6800 times.
 
While it is possible to call God, LORD or any other of a number of names which refer to Him, 
and even make others know Who we are talking about, it seems that the Biblical approach would 
be to accept with faith what the Word of God teaches and call our God by the name that He calls 
Himself, acknowledging that He told us “this is how I am to be remembered generation after 
generation.” (Exodus 3:15). Now, we must certainly always say His Name with deep reverence 
and respect, never uttering His lovely Name in a casual or empty manner, but what a wonderful 
blessing has been bestowed upon us to know our God in such a beautiful, meaningful, and 
personal way which He Himself revealed to us. Read the following passages from the King James 
Bible with the name, YHWH, used instead of the substitute name, LORD. As you meditate, 
notice how His Name reveals Who our God is and what He is like, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Truly, the goodness, greatness and love of God emanate from His holy Name.
 

2 Chronicles 6:14  And said, O YHWH God of Israel, there is no God like Thee in the 
heaven, nor in the earth; Which keepest covenant, and showest mercy unto Thy 
servants, that walk before Thee with all their hearts:

 
Psalms 145:8  YHWH is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.
Psalms 145:9  YHWH is good to all: and His tender mercies are over all His works.
 

The very name, Yeshua, the Hebrew name (translated, Jesus, in English) comes from the 
name YHWH, and means YHWH delivers or saves. When we consider Yeshua, Who said, “If 
you have seen Me, you have seen the Father” (John 14:9), it is evident that YHWH is the eternal, 
covenant keeping, grace giving and merciful, loving God Who saves all who trust Him.
 

Yeshua the Messiah is YHWH
Philippians 2:9-11 (CJB) 9 Therefore God raised Him to the highest place and gave Him the 

Name above every name; 10 that in honor of the Name given Yeshua, every knee 
will bow—in heaven, on earth and under the earth—11 and every tongue will 
acknowledge that Yeshua the Messiah is ADONAI—to the glory of God the 
Father.

 



With great care and adoration, we must make sure that the wonderful Name of our God is 
worshiped, esteemed and revered, never to be used in vain. I believe that we honor our God and 
receive greater revelation of His greatness, His grace, mercy, and love, as we obediently call Him 
by His Name that is to be a memorial unto all generations.
 

Psalms 34:3  O magnify YHWH with me, and let us exalt His Name together.
 
In His Name,
Terry


